MacArthur Elementary PTA Meeting
Date 5/8/2025 | Time 7:00 PM | MacArthur Library

Attendance
In Person: Kelsey Meyer, Lindsay Iwanski; Dana Brusewitz, Laura McCarthy, Brieanna Mueller,
Sarah Kneisler, Nicole Christensen, Tarra Herbst

Online: Maggie Dore, Jennifer Lavicky, Kerrie Schwarten

Principal: Tony Gonzalez
Teacher Representative: Lynn Collins

PTA Board: Robert Sanchez, Lauren Beverung, Jackie Jubert, Coral Kline

Meeting Called to Call to Order—Robert Sanchez
Meeting called to order at 7:10 pm.

Approval of the Minutes---Coral Kline
Review of minutes from 4/17/2025 meeting

Action: Motion to approve (KNEISLER); Seconded (MUELLER). Motion Carried

Budget Review—Jackie Jubert

Budget is posted online on the PTA Website for review.

Fun Run checks are coming in as well as the purchase for prizes. We have book fair expenses
and paid for a few field trips.

Spirit Wear: Robert Sanchez
All the gear should be delivered next week. Next year we are moving to a new provider and gear
will be available all year instead of only 2x/year.

5th Grade Farewell/Camp/Field Trip — Robert Sanchez

The committee is meeting again next week. Regarding the yard signs for fifth graders, we ended
up making money; sign pick up at Nicole Christensen’s house next week. The sign up genius for
forth grade parents to help with Fifth Grade Farewell needs to go out (KLINE).

Fifth Grade Camp: Students need a waiver signed, right now only 29 out 79 students have
signed waivers; teachers to remind parents next week.

Permission slips for the Shedd Agquarium have gone out and PTA will need to know if there are
any concerns for student payment and if they will need PTA assistance.



Fun Run -- Robert Sanchez

Review of historical Fun Run events and total number of days that the website was open for
donations. This year we ran it for 2025: 28 days; averaged $90.70 per student; and had 87%
registration. Most of the classes hit their goals and everyone was over 65% registration.

We found out that we did not for last years shirts, so we had to pay for them this year which will
result in a little less net money. MUELLER sent the SOP to fill out for the event

Discussion:

Adults and parents watching the Fun Run event and that it is not regulated in terms of
background checks for spectators. Volunteers should wear badges and so should people who are
walking around the event with their kids. If you have a badge you have had a background check.
Next year, PTA needs to do a better job of explaining this and if you are there just to be a
spectator then you need to remain behind the line. There is general consensus that the Fun Run
is a school event, not a family event, and Kids should be doing this with the other kids, this is
about building the community within the school, not with outside the school like golden guest
and other events like that. If parents want to run the event with their kids then they should
volunteer for the PTA.

Event Chairs and Volunteers--- Robert Sanchez

Reviewed of all events and current chairs linked here:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pja3bYZDstVe _dd9E3V_rf6aH5QcXV_te8089FFzelk/e
dit?gid=0#gid=0

Discussion:

Golden Guest Lunch: Jill from nutrition at the district concerned about the amount of food
coming into the school that does not meet nutrition requirements. Could possibly charge that
family for multiple lunches. We have done this in the past but there were issues with the lunch
line being very long, people not registering for the lunch and running out of food. This will be
added to the August agenda

The past chair for the stencil project is no longer at the school. There has been a need to do
stencils for the past few years, but there is a pending district project to rip up the black top due
to a drainage issue. Consider doing the stencils anyway this summer because they look pretty
bad. Stencils are in the PTA closet, but there are some that will need to be reordered because
they were a 1x use. Two days to do the stencils and everyone paints with rollers and playground
paint. It is a nice social event. Could possibly be service hours.

Fun Run needs a new chair; several members are interested in knowing more about being
chairs, but there needs to be list of duties created that can be reviewed. Box Tops needs to
transition from Sarah Kneisler. Coral is slated to take restaurant fundraisers for 2025-2026, but
she only has two years left and this might be a good way to get others involved. Robert needs to
create SOPs for the events and chair responsibilities. Brieanna will work with Rob to get
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everything put into event manager for the next school year. Rob will also ensure that the new
Website is up and running before he leaves office.

Discussion to have the treasurer works with teacher representative and the office around
invoices for field trips and also the field trip tracker.

The shed needs the roof to be repaired. PTA can find the person to do the repair and fund it as it
is repair to an existing structure; Nicole Christensen’s dad has offered to do this. PTA will fund
supplies and labor.

PTA Calendar---Robert Sanchez

Reviewed the PTA Calendar and tentatively scheduled events for 2025-2026 school year.
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=ZzRoOGduOWtmdXB2MmNsdHRnM2MzY3RxbXN
AZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ 2xILmNvbQ

Fall Fest does not interfere with Homecoming (scheduled for Sept 27™). A rain date for the
Kickin’ Pizza Party was set for Sept 19"". Current events on the PTA Calendar need to be entered
into event manager. The PTA calendar is linked on the website. The art project ordering will take
place Oct 30-Nov 14" and will be delivered in December. Brieanna will work with Mrs. Hulsey on
the project.

Fundraiser Updates — Robert Sanchez
Jersey Mikes: May 20th
There is no flyer, 15% of all sales between 4-7 go back to MAC.

Board Elections - Election Committee (Jennifer Lavicky & Dana Brusewitz)
Elections for president and secretary are tonight. Per our bylaws, candidate nominations were
heard and accepted in April 2025. New terms will officially start on July 1, 2025.

President Nominations: Brieanna Mueller
Motion introduced by PTA President Robert Sanchez. No objections.
Motion passed by unanimous consent.

Secretary Nominations: Nicole Christensen
Motion introduced by PTA President Robert Sanchez. No objections.
Motion passed by unanimous consent.

Principal Q&A — Tony Gonzalez
Talent show yesterday was great; Tier 1 team planned it; teachers coordinate all of it.
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Our teachers and staff go above and above and beyond for our students. It is our job to make
school fun and enjoyable for kids in addition to supporting their academic growth

We have three regular education teacher retirements: Books, Pecunia, Biermann

Hired new first grade teacher from Amy Bell; Amy Martin. She was a spec ed teacher here a long
time ago. Also Hired Meg Balk as a first-grade teacher. Offer out to second grade teacher.
Waiting final contract acceptance. Mrs. Chausow is also retiring.

Discussion:

Continuation of the service project lead by Ms. Biermann and/or how to ensure that MAC
students can to give back to our community. Possible fundraising for the community instead of
for the school and PTA. Could this be around Thanksgiving time when MAC is talking about
gratitude and good citizenship. This could be a great opportunity to model it for students and
put values into action. we model it.

Open Discussion:

This is Robert’s last meeting after 4 years of being president. There has been a lot of success
and there was a shared vision between Tony and Robert on what they wanted for the school.
Great working relationship between Tony and Robert as well as with the PTA. Kudos to Robert on
leaving the school in a better place than when he started as president.

Last day of school: FULL DAY

8:42 Meeting End.

Thank you for attending. PTA meetings are on the second Thursday of every month at 7:00pm
and are held in the MacArthur library. Please feel free to contact any board member with
concerns or questions at ptamacarthur@gmail.com.

Robert Sanchez, President Lauren Beverung, Vice President
Jackie Jubert, Treasurer Coral Kline, Secretary
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